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Editorial: Sunshine Week begins 


Today marks the start of Sunshine Week 2017. This highlighting of open 
government was established in 2005 by the American Society of News 
Editors. This year, ASNE, The Associated Press and the Associated Press 
Media Editors, a group representing AP-affiliated news organizations, are 
teaming up to mark the importance of press freedoms for Sunshine Week 


and beyond. 


The timing of this week-long observance coincides with two related 
celebrations: the birthday of our fourth president and “Father of the 
Constitution” James Madison on March 16; and National Freedom of 
Information Day, which is set for the same day. To coincide with these 
observances, the Kokomo Tribune is joining with newspaper across the 
country to run stories, editorial cartoons and columns exalting the 


importance of this sacred right. 


Madison was a champion of the elimination of secrecy in government, which 
as you may have noticed lately, is an issue that’s more important to 
highlight than ever. This fact is underscored by today’s column by Foon 


Rhee, associate editor and editorial writer for The Sacramento Bee, about 


President Donald Trump’s rocky rapport with the free press. Look for more 


in the coming days on different facets of this relationship. 


Journalism and the very concept of truth have been under attack as of late, 
so it’s important not to lose sight of primacy of the First Amendment in our 
society. When true stories public officials don’t like are called “fake news,” 
and when the holder of the nation's highest office calls the free press “the 
enemy of the American people” you know it’s time to stand up for these 


ideals. 


